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The Holocaust
The holocaust was a mass murder of people, particularly Jews in Eastern Europe,
considered impure. It is considered the most significant genocide in human history. Adolf
Hitler and the Nazi government were the main architects and perpetrators of the holocaust.
The idea of exterminating Jews and other people considered inferior was based on the quest
by the Nazi government to create a pure and superior Aryan race. However, the holocaust is
primarily recognized as the systematic campaign to remove Jews from Europe by Nazi
Germany (Totten & Feinberg 31). The original idea was developed by Adolf Hitler as a
young man in the German army. As early as 1924, he accused Jewish soldiers in the German
army of betraying Germany in his book Mein Kampf. He further accused them of oppressing
the German people by hijacking Germany’s resources and wealth (Totten & Feinberg 17).
When the fascist Hitler and the Nazi party took power in Germany in 1933, they
progressively developed the plan to eliminate the presence of Jews in Europe (Bodden 6).
Hitler finally charged some of his subordinates with the task of providing the Third Reich, as
Germany was known then, with the “Final Solution to the Jewish Question” (Holocaust
Memorial Center 3). The Nazi government considered deportation of Jews to remote places
such as Madagascar. However, mass deportation to an overseas territory proved to be
logistically and financially impossible. When the campaign to acquire “Lebensraum”, or
Living Space, for Germanic people began in 1939, the Second World War broke out
(Holocaust Memorial Center 4). The whole of Europe quickly got engaged in the turmoil,
with Germany occupying Poland, Austria, France, Hungary, some parts of the Soviet
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Republic, and some territories in Western Europe. Jews from these areas were deported to
concentration camps throughout Germany and the occupied territories. Here, the Jews would
be murdered or starved to death. However, those who could work were to be subjected to
intense labor and extreme food rationing until they died. Hitler and the Nazis figured that in
the confusion of war, people outside the Nazi government would never know what was going
on in the concentration camps.
Prior to the Second World War, and dating back decades earlier, anti-Semitism and
the fascist belief in a superior race were always present in Europe. For this reason all
institutions in Germany supported the persecution of Jews, the disabled, the elderly, Africans,
twins, homosexuals, and people of other minority European races (Gaci 234). Thus, all
institutions in Germany, including Christian organizations, contributed to the government’s
effort to banish Jews from mainstream German citizenry. Throughout 1940 and 1941, the
Nazi government, using the army, Einsatzgruppen, SA, Schutzstaffel, and Geheime
Staatspolizei, the secret police, deported Jews to concentration camps, or forced them to
migrate (Holocaust Memorial Center 4). Some Jews would die due to the conditions in the
concentration camp during this period. However, deportation, forced labor, starvation, and
shooting could not be effective against the total Jewish population. Officials of the Nazi
government met in Berlin and declared the Wannsee Protocol, a secret declaration
authorizing the German police and military apparatus to start implementation of “The Final
Solution”, or the mass murder of European Jews on the 20th of January, nineteen forty two
(Holocaust Memorial Center 5). Other people categorized as inferior beings would also be
subject to the Final Solution.
1942 was the bloodiest year regarding persecution of Jews. Four million Jews had
been killed by end of that year (Gilbert 4). They were transported by train to concentration
camps. At the camps, they would be categorized into various classes whose fate was
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predetermined. All property from the prisoners was confiscated and all hair on their body
shaven. Some prisoners had to work for the Germans before being killed. Those considered
unfit to work were killed using methods such as shooting, gas poisoning, hanging, lethal
injection and suffocation. The sick, the weak, the old, and the children were put into gas
chambers and subjected to suffocation using poison gas, a fate that would eventually befall
those who survived the first day (Gaci 239). Carbon monoxide, zyklon B, and chlorine were
the preferred gases used for extermination of Jews. Later, their bodies would be put into
wagons and buried in mass graves in forests (Zimmermann 2). However, cremation soon
became the preferred method for interment since it destroyed any evidence of mass murder.
This would happen within three hours after arrival of the deportees at the concentration camp.
To facilitate the project, the German government issued tenders for construction of gas
chambers and crematoriums (Zimmermann 5). The first experimental execution of Jews,
Poles, and Soviet POWs using gas chambers was done in November 1942 at Auschwitz –
Birkenau death camp (Gilbert 3). German leaders were ecstatic about the success of the
experiment. Jews who survived the first few hours at the concentration camps would either be
subjects of experimentation by German scientists, or forced labor and starvation (Gaci 242).
One infamous German scientist, Doctor Mengele, used children as guinea pigs for his
experiments. The effects of the injuries sustained by the children were horrific. The idea was
that the condemned people could be used for any kind of experimentation since they were to
be killed soon (Gilbert 5).
Most Jews who resided in Germany were killed in the holocaust campaigns. However,
majority of the Jews who were killed by the Nazi regime were those captured in the
conquered territories in Eastern Europe (Totten & Feinberg 6). Austria, Poland, Soviet Union,
and Hungary are some of the countries from where the majority of the murdered Jews were
captured. Furthermore, most of the extermination camps were established in these countries.
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Some of the biggest extermination camps were Auschwitz-Birkenau, Dachau, Treblinka,
Buchenwald, Majdanek, Plaszow, and Sobibor among others (Rosenberg 4). When
werhmacht, the German army, started to retreat as the allies and the red army advanced, the
mass killing of Jews intensified in the final effort to completely rid Europe of Jews. German
authorities destroyed death camps, dug up mass graves, burned the exhumed bodies, and
retreated towards Berlin. Extermination of Jews continued until Berlin fell on May 9, 1945
(Rosenberg 3).
The holocaust is the single biggest genocide known in the history of humankind. A
total of at least eleven million people were killed in the campaign, six million of them being
Jews. Other estimates quote figures of over twenty million. Most of the junior perpetrators of
the genocide were never tried. However, a significant number of senior Nazi government
officials stood trial. Some of the people tried for the genocide were executed while others
were imprisoned. Adolf Hitler and some of his deputies committed suicide just before the war
officially ended. The Hunt for the remainder of the Nazi personalities continues to date.
Majority of Jewish ethnic communities, which fled Europe, settled in Palestine and
neighboring areas. However, other refugees settled in different countries around the world
where they reside to date.
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